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'(,. ’ ," *. trade, the newspapers continued to criticize the trade organizations
“%. for poor service, fraudulent treatment of cugtomers, and acceptance of
o low-grade prcducts from industry.

SR Numbers in parentheses refer to appended sources,/ .

. According to Moskovski: Kom: lets, during the period 1947-1952, the num-
ber of retail trade ang public eating enterprises in the USSR increased by more
. than 178,000 units, of which 97,000 were stores.(1} )

As reported by the periodical Sow;etska Knizhnaya Torgovl approximately
7,000 new stores were put into operation in state and cooperative trade in 1952
alone.(2) .

- Izvegtiva reported in December 1952 that the Council of Experts of the All-
Urifon Chamber of Commerce had approved many new samples of consumer goods; fea-
‘tured among them were new fabries manufactured by the Bol'shaya Ivancvskaya Manu- .
*‘faktura, Trekhgornaya Manufaktursa Combine imeni Dzerzhinskiy, and other menufact-
uring enterprises, It vas planned to produce a total of 17 million meters of
fabrics of new patterns.(3)

In Jenary 1953, Trud reported that the USSR leather and footwear industry %
‘wag developing over 3,000 samples of footwear. Some 300 new styles had already 1 .
- -+'been.put into, production, The output of men's thick leather sandals in 1953 wag
+ .. to be twice 'as great as in 1952, while the 1953 output of women's fur-tr ed
o q‘\?érs):o%é'vas to be more than 1.5 million pairs. . .
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The Trud article also stated that the RSFSR textile and dry goods industries
were designing 680 gew styles for their products, including 170 new styles of neck-
ties. More than 3 million neckties were to be produced in 1953.

The RSFSR porcelein and pottery industry is also expanding, according to Trud.
Ther?his a greater selection of dishware, and household items are of bvetter qual-
ity.

Moscow

According to Vechernyaya Moskva of 29 Japuary 1953, the retail commodity turn-
over in Moscow in 1952 increased 24 bercent over 1950. Sales of meat products,
fats, silk fabrics, television sets, ete. increased considerably. The Fifth Five-
Year Plan envisages the opening of 300 stores and 125 public eating enterprises
in Moscow, as well as the construction of four large department stores(univermags),
one of which will be three to four tings as large as the present Central Department
Store. 1In 1952, a great deal of work was done toward expanding the trade network.
By 1953, 117 consolidated stores were to be put into operation, allowing Improved
service to the consumer and reducing distribution expenditures. The article con- |
tinued its discussion of the Moscow trade network as follows: Specialization of '
Moscow's trade networl was the most important measure undertaken jn 1952, During
the last three years, /1950 through 19527 218 new food stores were put into oper-
ation. However, the network of public—dining rooms and lunch counters and snack -
bars, although considerably expanded, is still insufficient. The Ministry of '
Trade USSR, the Division of Public Dining of the Moscow City Executive Committee, te
and "Mosglavrestoran" (Moscow Main Administration of Restaurants) are responsible
for this situation. The operation of many public dining rooms of "Mosglavrestoran" Y,
1s extremely unsatisfactory. ,

The trade network ang public eating enterprises frequently violate the rules
of Soviet trade. Industrial trade enterprises of light, local, and cooperative
industry continue to deliver to the trade network comnodities of inferior quality.
In 1952, there were 2,476 registered complaints about the inferior quality pro-
ducts of certain enterprises,(5)

In another January 1953 article, Vechern a Moskva reported that Moscow trade
organizations fulfilled the 1952 plan for retall comodity turnover on 27 Decem-
ber 1952, ahead of schedule. During the remaining days of 1952, they sold over
half & million rubles of commodities. In 1952, as compared with 1950, the sale
of meat products increased 86 percent, animal fats 76 percent, silk fabrics 73
percent, and knitwear 50 percent. The consumers recelved TO percent more cul-
tural goods, such as television sets and clock; than in 1950. . A

The paper then discussed the counsolidation and specialization program of the
Moscow trade network as follow:

Until recently, Moscow had a large number of very small trade enterprises
which were crowded together in inconvenient loeations. All this prevented effi-
cient service to consumers. Many of these stures were operating unprofitably. .
The first steps toward the consolidation of small stores were successful; the ) i1
retail commodity turnover increased sharply and administrative expenditures hi
were reduced. This effected a saving into the wage fund, decreased distri-
bution expenditures, and increased accunulation. The consolidation of small

stores is continuing. Fifty consolidated stores with improved facilities have ;
. already been put into operation. Consolidation of more than 100 stores 1s stil] _,df
- in progress. A
J 2
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However, the consolidation and speclalization program of the trade network E
st1ll has serioug shortcomings, . of 83 stores whic

h were to be consolidated in
1952, only 50 were Put into operation, end of T7 planned specialized stores,
only 62 were actually openeqd. Especially unsatisfactory was the performance of
the Moscow Administration of Industrial Trade Organizations. of 30 trade areas
assigned to the aduinistration, gtores ¥ere opened in only 14 areas and vith
long delay Past the established date. The new Fifth Five-Year Plan set the

es and 250 public eating enterprises in
tructed residential areas of Moscow. (6)

According to lzvestiya, of 21 November 1

952, Moscow had nore than 100
specialized stores for the sale of housewares

» furniture, and other goods (7)

As reported by _Vechernvava
No 1 had a large daily turnover of food
Sausage, 3.5 tons; butter, 3 tons; sugar

than 4 tons. Other products, including fruit from the Crimea and Centyal Asia,
canned goods from Riga, fish from Astrnkhan', pastries, candies and other deli-
cacies, were also available there, Ip addition, the store was taking orders for

delivery to meny places in the city, sometimes T1lling as many ag 350 orders
daily.(3)

in Rovember 1952, the "Gastronom" Store
commodities as follow: meat, 6 tons; .
, b tons; 70,000 eggs; fruit, more

Vechernzaxa Moskva nlse reported thut the
Zheleznodorozhnyy Rayon had the following produ
herring from the Far East, canned meat from Arm
davian SSR and Odessa, various products from th
the Georgian, Armenian, and Tadzhik SSRs,
prises. In the last few Years, the demand
wine, and high-quality meat products increa,
the many hundreds or Moscow trade enterpris
daily. {9)

Ina January 1953 article, Vecherniayp Mogkva stated that a first-class
bakery and confectionery store a

nd & "Gastronom” store hag been put into oper-

ation im Moscow. In only 2 years, Lo large stores were opened 1in Leningradskiy
Reyon of Moscow. In one suburban area, where in 1950 there were only gix trade
enterprises, at the beginning of 1953 there were 1k trade enterprises such as
bakeries, drug stores, manufactured goods stores, bookstores, a public dining
room, and a number of others, Previously, the whele trade network of some resi. .
dential ireag consisted oniy of three stores, butb)thetmginning of 1953 there were 4
times as many stores. For example, in Leningradskiy Rayon, where in 1950 there
had been only three specinlized stores, at the beginning of 1953 there vere 21 gtores,
They were put into Ooreration “y the "Bakaleya," "Gastronom,” "Mosovosheh' "

05Ccow  Specialized Trade Organization for the Sale of Vegetablesj]ﬁ "Mostekstil '
[Moscow Specialized on for the Sale of Textiles77, and other
specialized trade organizations.
considerably. In 1951, 1t omounted to 940 m
reached 1.2 billion rubles.(10)

"Pishchetorg" Store No 16 of

cts in stock, as of October 1952:
avir, canned fruit from the Mol-.
e Moscow Meat Combine, wine from
and products of many other food enter-
for wvrepared fish, high-grade grape
sed greatly. This store is one of

es doing a large volume of business

Leningrad

According to

Izvestiya or 3 January 1953,
ating an sbundance

the USSR is on the road to cre-
of food and manufactured commodities and conm
of consumer demand. For example, in Leningrad

plete satisfaction
» Breater quantities of the follow-
ing goods were sold in 1952 than in 1950: meat, 69 percent; animel fats, 66 per-
cent; dairy products, 40 bercent; sausage products, 30 percent; silk and woolen
Tabries, 15 bercent; and leather footwear, 20 percent. Considerablyi more pass-
enger cars, television sets, radio rece

ivers, cameras, and bicycles were sold in
1952 than in 1950
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The article described the Leningrad trade network as follows:
100 trade ang sales organization, and over 3
Prises emp!

i
There are about ,
loying a great number of .trade

,000 trade and public eating enter-
vorkers ip Leningrad. Many stores have
undergone capital repairs ang are supplied with the necessary equipment ang in-
ventory. "Lenodezhag" [feningrad Specialized Tragde Organization for the Sale
of Clothing?/, "Lenobuy /Leningra
of Footwear? » and other stores are

Stalinskiy, Kirovakiy,
grad had smaller

consumers in thes
equipped with the
104 manufactureq I
the city, stores t

SverdIOVSkiy,
trade networks than the ¢
e rayons, the storeg and
latest machinery.

oods and food store
rading in food

Moskovskiy, and other rayons of Lenin-
entral rayons. To improve service to
public dining rooms were expanded and
In the newly built residential areas alone,
S were put into overation in 1952, 1In
commodities installed 632 refrigeration units.

qQuality of goods offered for sale in Lenin-
ed, Izvestixa continued: The Leningrad Meat Combine imeni
Kirov introduced a new assortment of sausage

broducts, semi-processeg meat,
and packaged meat, and now delivers to trade organizations 120 different pro-
ducts. Ip 1952, the confectionery factories locreased the assortment of canp-
dles, caramels, and cookies. Regularly condu

cted conferences between consumers
and suppliers Play an important role in improving the quality and selection of
goods.(11)

Accarding 4o

Leningradskaxa Pravda! the network of specialized stores in
Leningrad and Lenin

gradskaya Oblast 1g expanding. In the lagt 3 years[ﬁecember
1949-December 19527, 548 stores and 177 public eating enterprises were opened
in Leningrad ang Leningradskay& Cblast. The network of speclalized stores
selling meat, fish, fruits,

vegetables, groceries and special foods, footwear,
and ready-to-wear clothing was algo expanded. (12)

ya Pravda, the output of
cal industry exceeded

it 25 days ahead of schedule.
rayon industrial combines consi
Electric floor polishers, skates, and Photographice equi;
8rad enterprises appeared in the stores of the city.
produces comuodities of more th

an 1,500 brand names,
of Glavparfumer (Main Administration of the Perfume In

all parts of the USSR,
and eau de cologne dai

pment produced by Leunin-
Leningrad local industry
Leningrad Perfumery No 4
dustry) manufactures g
The factory produces more

»000 bottles of perfume ly, and large quantities of

bowder, cream, and tooth powder.

The
While the operationg of industr
them still fail to manufacture
ulation. Consumers also contin
and vegetables. Sovkhozes and kolkh ast are still slow
in expanding hotbed ang greenhouse gardening.

Supplylng or tores and public 41

5 ning rooms is often done without consider-
ation for the established retail commodity plan and consumer demand. Leningrad

sales office of Glavkonserv, (Main Administration of the Canning Industry),
Glavrybsbyt (Main Administration of Fish Sales), ani Glavkonditer (Main Adminis-
tration of Confectionery Industry) do not supply Leningrad and Leningradskays
Oblast with required commodities regularly. In the third quarter 1952 alone, 250

trade enterprises in Leningra lons with =2 deficit. Among them
vere 146 enterprises of

aurants), 63 trade organizations of the A

Prises of “Lenovoshch'" [I—.eningrad Specie.
Vegetables;/ .
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Public dining rooms and small restaurants also have seriou
Many enterprises of Nevskiy and Kir

s shortcomings.
dining rooms, and many plants'

ovskiy rayons reduced the number of public
and factories' dining rocms offer poor service.

In Leningrad City ang Leningradskaya Oblast there are more than 100,000 trade
workers ., However, there are many shortcamings i~ the selection, distribution, and
training of persounel. Some trade workers in charge of materials und supplies in
the administrations of trade organizations, are dishonest, while the nanagers of
Tond ang menufactured gocds trade organizations faii tc supervise the operation
of stores and publie dining roems.(13)

Other RSFSR Cities and Oblasts

An Izvestiva report of Decembe

following producte were gold to the

r 1952 stated that greater quantities of the

urban and rural population of Ivanovskaya
Oblast in 195¢ than 1n 1951: bread, groats, butteg sugar, and other food products;

as well as gilk fabrics, ready-to-wear clothing, housewares, and cultural goods.

The trade network increased by 758 enterprises over the prewvar period. In 1952
alone, 265 specialized stores, stalls, tearoous, and dining roomg were opened in
the oblast,

The article rointed, however, to many
trade and public eating enterprises which fail Year after year to meet the plan
for retail commodity turnover. Ivane

vo City and other industrial centers were
nct supplied with potatoes and vegetables. The store employees shortchange and
short-weight the customers, en’ the stores lack needeq goods. The trade organ-
izations fail to study consumer

demand and permit errors in the distribution of
commodities by_rayons. For example, the Volga Region Trading Organization now
/Decembrr 1952/ has 1.5 million rubles worth of slov-moving footwear and 579,000

rubles worth of hosiery in 1its warehouses. Shorts and summer shirts are delivered
during the winter season, t in unsuitable warehouses and get
damaged . de organizations also fail to observe

economic agreements. Even when such
are made, they are not adhered to.(14)

shortcomings in the organization of

the govermment's decree on the conclusion of
agreements

rade network in the cities and

In 1952, 130 new stores and
tured and food commedities vere opened. The trade turn-

1951 increased ccnsiderably. In 10 months of 1952, the
stores sold 15 million rubles worth of silk and woolen fabriecs. The demand for

cultural goods increased sharply. City and rurel dwellers acquired nearly
3,000 bicycles and motorcycles, as well as many radio receivers and phonographs .
Almost, 1% times more books were sold than in the preceding year.(15)

Ukrainian 8SR
— PN S8R

According to a Pravda Ukrainy article, the following new specialized stores

were opened in the Ukrainien SSR in the third querter 1952: 22 stores selling
outer clothing, 17 fur and hat stores, 45 footwear stores, 4 stores selling mis-
cellaneous manufactured goods, etc.

In Stalinskaya Oblast, 15 specialized stores were opened; in Khar'kov, 9
stores; and in Voroshilovsk, 7 stores. Two republic trade organizations, "Ukrod-
ezhde” and "Ukrobuv'" /Ukrainian specialized trade organization for the sale of
clothin: ang fcotwear?éj opened stores in Dnepropetrovsk, Stalino, L'vov, ana
Odessa.(16) - :
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In a January 1953 article, Pravda Ukrain! discussed the constantly expand-
ing trade network in urban and rural areas of L'vovskaya Oblast, Ukrainian SSR,

where more ang more premises are being turned over to stores, public dining
rooms, publie tearooms, and lunchrooms, 1In 1952 alone, 70 new stores and de.
partment storeg wére put into operation in rural areas ang rayon centers of the
oblast, 1In Velikomostovskiy Rayon, buildings were constructed for a new rayon

department store, a restaurant, and four stores. The construction of stores and
public eating enterprigses was to expand even more in 1953. In the rayon centers
and rural areas of were to be constructed for the

the obalst, over 100 buildings
trade network, including 5 rayon department stores, 26 rural stores, 4 cultural
oms . (17)

goods stores, and 14 publice tearooms ang dining ro

Another Pravda Ukrainy article of Januar
in the organization of trade in Nikolayev,

beginning of the 1952-1953 winter season,
potatoes, cabbage, cucumbers,
ceptionally rich harvest of ve,
sovkhozes of the oblast,
vegetables and fruits.

Y 1953 reported many deficiencies
Ukrainian SSR. Fop example, at the
stores had irregular deliveries of
and other vegetables ang fruits, despite the ex-
getables and potatoes gathered by kolkhozes ang
The city had no specialized stores for the sale of

The paper continued its criticism as follow:
bakery products is 2lso poorly organized. The Nikolayev Bread Baking Trust
regularly fails to fulfi]] the assortment plan, and at the same time fails to
use the highgrade flour which it receives. During most of the month, the full
sorm of bread und bakery products 1s not reached, while toward the end of the
month, the city is overstocked with thege pr

As a result, stores return
many tread products, or force customers to buy stale bread.

The city trade in bread and

The work of the Nikolayev Li,
planned. At the beginning of a given quarter,
stocks at {its warehouses, and at the engd of the
in large quantities. In addition,
assortment, sizes, and color.

demand. This ceuseg some store
short of them.

ght Industry 3ales Organization 1s also poorly

the base accumulates commodity
quarter beqins to release them
the managers fail to provide a variety of
Trade organizatiouns are lax in studying consumer
s to have too many commodites, end others to be

Many shortcomings in the work of trade organizations are due
ion, training, and distribution of personnel.

"Pishchetorg® Store ha

to poor select-
For example, over 30 of the per-

d formerly been convicted and dis-
violation of Soviet trade regula-

tions. The selection of ing rooms and restaurants is also

rersonnel in pudblic din
poor.(18)
Estonian SSR

According to data given by Sovetskaya Estoniya

were put into operation in the Estonian SSR as of October 1952 alone, including
two well-equipped dining rooms in Narva and Tarty . In addition, 86 kolkhoz mar-
kets were to be put into operation in 1952.(19)

In another article, SQvetskaya Estoniya stated that the Ministry of Trade
Estonian SSR, according t

o data for the first three quarters of 1952, achievegd
some reduction of distribution expenditures. But the work of a number of trade
organizations was still unsatisfactory. For example, the Tallin Food Trust over
spent 533,000 rubles, the larger part of this sum for unnecessary expenditures
for motor and other transport, maintenance of buildings, and depreciation of
equipment. Over 100,000 rubles consisted of losses due to keeping commodities
longer thun the established norms. Unplanned losses suffered by the Ministry of

» 33 public eating enterprises
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hs of 1952 alome amounted tg almost 2.5 million rub- E
les. The workers of the ministry explained that half of these losses were due %
to markdowns on footwear. The markdowns were carried out because the footwear was
n £

or consume: demand. Distribution expenditures were
consumer cooperatives of the republic in 1952.(20)

e
¥

usiderably by
Latvian ssr
~———2 5ok

According to Sovetskaya latviya, as of 28 Dec

ember 1952 the Latvian system
~f rayon uniong of consumers' societies hag Lo stores, mostly in rural areas, In
December 1952, a new department store was opened for the sale of dry goods, foot-
wear, housewares, ang cultural goods.(21)

However, in another Decemb

er 1952 article, Sovetskaya
Riga stores seldom carry such 1

tems as lamp ghades for tab
ctric lamps. Sometimes, it ig

According tc this article, Riga and republic trade organizations do unot pay
enough attention to consuner demand. Warehouses have stocks of high quality dish-

However, because of the inefficiency
he buyers.(22)

Lithuanian SSR

o =n8n SoRr

According to Sovetskaya Litva,
ricultural artels of Tauragskiy Rayo
kolkhozes or this rayon had stores.
was constantly increasing.
s0ld to kolkhoz

ere opened in scme ag-
n, Lithuanian SSR, ir 1952, Seventeen
Commodity turnover in agricultural areas
During the first 10 months of 1952, rural stores
farmers more than a million rubles worth of commodities. (23)

In an October 1952 article, Sovetskaya Litva re
increase in the netvork of euterprises of the Minist

dustrial cooperatives, and invali
cent years has permitted a consig
goods « However, the article repo

ported that g significant

Ty of Local Industry, in-
ds cooperatives 1p the Lithuanjan SSR in re-

erable increase in the rroduction of consumer
rted the following deficiencies:

Many enterprises of the Ministry of Local Industry,
Industrial Cooperatives, and Lithuanian Union of Invalids
fail to carry out the tasks set before them. During the first half of 1952,
the Ministry of Local Industry failed to supply the trade network with 32
22 percent of the bardvare ang
Trade organizations

Lithuanian Council of
Cooperatives sti1]

« Operations for utilization and
ich could be developed

vere not fully carried out. Trade organizations of the r
import these comnodities from other oblasts and republics, resulting in large
and unjustifiable purchases and shipping expenditures.

There were many cases of inferior

network by suppliers. For example, in the first half of 1
worth of nails, 28,000 rubles' worth of furaiture,
fur collars were rejected.
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Sovetskaya Litva camplained in another November 1952 article that many of the
23 rayon consumer societies fail to fulfill their plans for retail commodity
turnover, It continueg as followsy

Many storeg lack a sufficient supply of household goods, such ag rope, buck-
etc, lamp ang window glass, nails, Ccement, ete, Faulty Planning leads to ir-
regular uistribution of these goods anong varioug rayons. For exemple, 8 tong
of wheel grease were delivered to one rayon consumer union, while another failed
to receive any; still another rayon had a shortage of leather articles, while
the helghboring Tayon had a surplug,etz,

Networks of small trading centers often fail to fulfill the comnodity turn-
over plans. In some rayous, large-scale specialized stores are put into oper-
ation very slowly, although there 1s no lack or funds; 1n addition, there are
8t111 many cageg of embezzlement ang migappropriation in the cooperative organ-
1zationg of the oblasts, This is explaineq by the laxity of the managers of
various o@last consumer unions in their choine of personnel‘(ES)

deteriorate, while the assortmeqt or comodities in stores is extremely poor,
Children's TOYs, women's nng men's hats, apg other necessary commoditieg are
not on sale There are cageg when commodities of boor quality get into the
trade ne werk,

Kolkhoz marketg are very important in the fulfillment of trade turnover,
But the rayon consumer union and the rayon executive comittes do not concern
themselves with the organization or kolkhoz trage, The public dining rooms of
the rayon consumer union are also unsatisfac*nryn Their meals are poor and ex.-

honest elements which get into the tradz network take advantage of the lack of
Supervision and embezzle o Squander tens of thousandg of rubles.(26)

Khrelo-Finnish SSR
———="22haisn SSR

In November 1952, Leninskoye Znamys called for improvement of the system of
potato supply in the Karelo-Finnish SSR and made the following criticism: The
Moin Administration of Workers ! Supply of the Ministry or Light Industry operates
particularly poorly, The ORSs (Workers Supply Divisious) of timber managementsg
produced and delivered only a little over half of the quota designated in the
Plan. Ten tang of potutoeg ready for shipment were Piled up in kolkhozes, The
ORSs of timber Danagements should have moved this load of potatoes, but po steps
were taken to speed up the delivery of the potatoes. Ig gpe case, the (RS of a
certain timber management delivered only 110 tons of potatoes of the 205 called

The ORS of the Kirov Raflroag also fails 3o carry out potato shipments. Thig
ORS did not fulfill even one third of the designated Plan, Consumer trade in pota-
toes was also boorly organized 1n Petrozavodsk, vhere ten carloadg of potatoes
were left standing for a long period.(27)

Moldavian $SR
———2B80 o5R

According to Sovetskaya Moldaviya, of 14 December 1952, the retail commodity
network in the republic during the Preceding 2 years expanded considerably, Dur-
ing that time, 327 new stores ang shops were put into operation, lncluding 49

rayon stores, 25 cultural goods stores, 7k householq g0ods stores, ang 219 rural,
stores.(28)
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Ina January 1953 article, Sovetskaya Moldaviya criticized enterprises of
the Ministry of Light Industry Moldavian Ss) for producing large quantities of
inferior commodities. For example, in 1952, about 9 percent of tke footwear
produced by thege enterprises was low grade, resulting in the return of thousands
of pairs of footwear to the factories. At the same time, these enterprises were
producing an enormous quantity of footwear for which there was no demand, Some
35 million rubles' vorth of footwear had accumulated in city trade organizations
alone, Sewing factories were also producing large quantities of low-grade ang
defective Products, Many sewing factories, in the pursuit of plan fulfillment
and to gave material, produced articles of small sizes only.

The paper went on to say that in 1952, trade organizations failed to receive
from industry more than 2 mil14on rubles' worth of the most demanded and necessary
commodities, such as men's and children's woolen and cotton suits, waterproof
overcoats, dresses, and Jackets. Industrial cooperatives also failed to produce
comodities of acceptable quality. During the first 9 months of 1952 alone,
industrial cocperatives paid tc lecal trade organizations 280,000 rubles for
violation of contractual obligations, Altogether, the Council of Industrial
Cooperatives Moldavian SSR suffered a deficit of over half a million rubles from
lov-grade and defective commodities . (29)

According to another Sovetsxaya Moldaviya article, the supply of agricultural
Produce and livestock to cities of the Moldaviya SSR increased consideradbly 1in
1952 as a result of increased kolkhoz production of marketable agricultural com-
modities.

However, the paper stated that deliveries of kolkhoz produce could be bigger
if the Ministry of Trade Moldavian SSR and the rayon executive committees reorgan-
ized kolkhoz trade. They plan the deliveries of agricultural produce and are in
charge of construction and expansion of kolkhoz markets. However, the funds allot-
ted to these organizations for construction of kolkhoz markets are not fully uti-
lized. Fpor example, in 1952, the planned construction of pavilions and the ex-
Pansion of markets 1in Kishinev, Knlarash, Rybnitsa, Ungeny, Orgeyev, and Kotovskoye
were not fulfilled. Some rayons have no markets at all.

The lack of daily supervision of kolkhoz trade brought an accumulation of
hundreds of tons of agricultural products, The paper charged that, although in
1952 & million rubles were allocated for expansion, repair, and sanitation, the
servicing of kolkhoz workers at the central market in Kishinev is very poor.
Kolkhoz representatives and kolkhoz vorkers lose much time waiting for space
and weighing machines. Because of the lack of refrigeration, 1t is not possible
to store perishable roducts. 1In addition, food products are sold under unsan-
itary conditions.(30§

Georgian SSR

A great deal of criticism of the Georgian SSR trade network wes contained in

several 4 a articles in September and November 1952. 1In one article,

N the paper stated that the ccmmodity turnover plan for the first 9 months of 1952
was completed only 79.6 percent . The oblast unions of consumer cooperatives fail-
ed to take proper account- of consumer demands and sometimes failed to supply even
such essential items ag soap, salt, kerosene, and thread. Persons who had been
convicted of embezzlement and nisappropriation were still accepted for employ-
ment in the trade network.(31)

In anotrer article, Zarya Vostoka stated that the trade organizations of
Tbilisskaya Jblast still retained undesirable practices such as short-weighting
and short-measuring, embezzlement, and squandering. The party organizations in
the trade enterprises and consumer cooperatives were failing to take proper steps
to correct the situation.(32) ’
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A thirg darya Vogtoka article, complained that the organization of trade
There seemed to be no
Rural stores of Akhalikhskiy,

and Kedskiy rayons often lacked every-
day consumer 8oods. There was g particular shortage of winter goods. The pro-

curement of €88s, potatoes, vegetables, meat, dairy broducts,and many o

cultural products wus lagging sharply, Squandering ana embezzlement of
tive funds, and short-weighting and shor

tchauging of customers were still very
much in evidence, There was also a lack of properly traineg personnel.(33)

Adigenskiy, Bogdanovskiy,

ther agri-

Azerbaydzhan S3R

According to Bakinskiz Rabochiz of 1k December 1952, the network of stores,
public dining roams, booths, and stalls in the Azerbaydzhan SSR 1g expanding
every year. In 1952, 100 new stores

were put into operation in Baku alonge,

Torning to Criticism, the paper wrote:
unlinmiteqd opportunities for expanding and improving trade,
meet the turnover plen. Trade operations of "Azerittifek"

of Trade are unsatisfactory. The cooperutive stores of Khznkhskiy, Mirbashirskiy,
Rusarskiy, and Khanlarrkiy rayons, the ORS of the "Leninneft'"Trust, and the
First and Second Baky "Pishchetorg" stores of

f the "Gastronem" network have a
constant shortage of rammodities, whije other stores have & surplus.

Although the trade Oorganizationg
have

they fail to
and of the Ministry

Individual tra
and this has an a
The Azerbaydzhan
operates very Poo
delivery of a lar

de organizations s

till fa1l to use u
dverse effect on the

fulf{llment of th
dninistration for

p their commodity stocks

¢ comodity turnover plan.
"Glavrybsbyt" (Main a the Sale of Fish) base
rly and failed to Fulfill the third-quarter 1652 plan for
ge quantity of figh p

roducts to stores of the republic. (34)
In another December 1952 article, Bakinskiy Rabochiy
2 years, the Baka trade ne

twork 1increased by more than 400
roouws, tents, mobile units, and stallg. In comparisen with
the retail comnodity turnover increaseq 88 rercent, while th
eating enterpriges increasegd twofold. A number of specializ
vere organized and many ne

W specialized stor
of the trade network was algo improved .,

stated that in the past
stores, public dining

the prewar reriod,

e turnover in Ppublic

ed trading organizations
©es vwere opened in the city. The supply

The paper then pointed tm many serious shortcomings 1n the vork of trading
orgunizations ag follows:

The establish

T 1s not completed.
ation of the Baku zed network of the Ministry
Industry and the Ministry of Local Industry, and that of other tradi

ng organ-~
izations 15 not good. Their stores systematically violate the established assort.-
ment plan and fail te plan for delivery of products.

‘The Baku Trade Div
organizations do not sp
vhole network but rathe

islon of the Ministry of Trade Azerbaydzhan SSR angd trade
read out their trade enterprises evenly throughout the
T concentrate them mostly in th

e center of the city.

Especially low-qualit
local industry ang i
and trade organizati
is very unsatisfacto:
organization of t
ORS. It also fai

¥ commodities of Poor assortment are
ndustrial cooperatives. Mhe supnlying of D
on-in petroleunm rayons, especially in remot
Ty. The Baku Trade Division is not at all
rade in petroleum rayons and does not extend a
ls to regulate the trade at kolkhoz markets.

produced by the
etroleum workers

ny help to the
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In the fourth quarter 1952, the work of the Baku Department Store ang some

ORSs of the "Azneft’"Admiuistration of Workers' Supply became worse and the
ontinuously failed to fulfill the Plan for commodity turnover. Most

trade systems show above-norm commodity stocks., For example, the "Azneft'" Trugt
URS (Administration of Workers! Supply) has 90 million rubles' worth of such
surplus commodity stocks; the Boku Department Store, 28 m1llion rubles; and
local trade organizations of the Baku Trade Division, 20 million rubles. At the
Same time, in o number of stores there is a shortage of gome necessary goods
such as salt, tobacco products, householq soap, vinegar, mustard, knitwear, and
others.(35)

In January 1953, Bukinskiy Rabochiy reéported that many enterprises of light,
local, food, and other branches or industry, while exceeding the 1952 production
vlan, produced cormodities of inferiop quality. Tae paper pointed te serious
shortcomings in local and food industries, especially the industrial cooperatives,
For example, the Ministry of Local Industry Nakhichevansknya ASSR, while exceed-
ing the plan as o whole, Systemntically failed to meet the plan for quality and
assortmeznt of products. Hulf a million rubles' werth of finished comnodities
not 1in demand piled up in warehouses of trade organizations of Nakhichevan!' City.
Because of very Inferior quality, instead of the 10,000 palrs of footwear spec-
ified by the plan, only 1,58k Pairs were sold. 1In another example, the Ordubad
Cannery produced 233,000 rubleg! worth of substandarg apricot jelly.

Sales bases of the Ministry of Trade Azerbaydzhan SgR and "Azerotiffak"
vere also guilty of distributing inferior-quulity Products of a limiteg assoriment,

(36)

In a fourth article, published in December 1952 Bakinski Rabochiy complained
that the problem of the optimurm distribution of the trade network wag 5till not
getting cnough attention. It discussed this problem ag follows:

The Ministry of Trade Azerbaydzhan S3R, the Baku Trade Division, and trade
organizations do not have any definite plans for organizing the trade network by
ind{vidual rayons of Buku and the city a5 4 whole. The lack of adequate plenning
often results in a haphazarg distribution of stores. For exampie, the folloving
food stores are located withig g short distance of each other: two "Gas tronom"
stores, o store of the Baku Meat Com¥ine, and two "Torgmortrans" Zﬁhritime Trans -
port Trude Organization?? stores. Store No 1k, of the First Baku "Pishchetorg"
is also not far way. AS a result, "Gastronom" Store No 6 systemutieally fails
to fulfill the retai]l commodity turnover plan. At the same time, a number of
residential areas, especially thoge located in the mountainous part of Baku, are
not served by enough stores. Publie ecting enterprises have the same shorteomings.
Large restaurants -. the "Kavkaz," "Azerbuydzhun," "Baku," "Shark" ang "Gek-Cel'"

) restaurants, angd public dining rooms No 1 and No 7 -- are concentrated within a
- short distance of each other, while ap enormous rayon in an other part of the
city has only three restaurants. A correct distribution of the trade network
brovides the consumer with @asy access to it ang improves service tc the- popu-
lation. Concentration of o large number of similar-type stores hampers the
execution by these stores of the retail commoiity turnover plan and, in the end,
* increases distribution expenditures.

Not all of the existing specianlized stores conform to their designation.
For example, specialized store No 27 of the Second Baku "Pishchetorg," which
sells milk and dairy products, for some unknows reason also sells meat, As a re-
sult, the store cannot organize an efficient trade in dairy products ang the sale
of meat 1s conducted under unsuitable conditions. The same conditions prevail ig
one of' the stores of the Baku Meat Combine.
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Experience in Moscow and o number of other cities showed that a rational
distribution of the trade network and consolidation of small stores proves to
e be of value, assures improved service to the population, incremses the trade
e turnover, angd reduces distribution expenditures. The lack of a definite plan
for the expansion of the retail commodity network in Baky bampers construction
and equipment f stores in new buildings,

n planning rew buildings, Tequirements o: trade organizations often are
not considered. Trade premises in new buildings are not up to standard and do
not have the UCCESSAry conveniences for consumers.  Many stores have no basements
for storage of produzts. Planners apg builders fail to provide for reasonable

' ventilatiorn of stores, conveniences for consumers and counter workers, storage
facilities, refrigerators, etc. The Baku Trade Division does not examine the
brojects submitted for 1ts approval but approves them perfunctorily,(37)

Armenian S3R
—tTn on

Ta Decemper 1952._ngzu51§; charged that trade organizations of Kafanskiy
Rayou, Armendian S5R, were viclat!lnzx Soviet trade regulations, including such
violations as short-weighting. shortchunging. and wasting state funds., It
. accused the mavagers of the afan braoch of the Armenian Trading Organization
¢ and the Kafanskiy Rayon Consumers Union of failure to reorganize their work,
to tuke into account Tenplaints about shortcomings, or to study consumer demand.

To the good, the paper nofnted out that the trade turnover hac increa<ed
tonsiderably and the trude network n.g expanded in Kafanskiy Rayon by 6(
enlorprises singe L7, In 1U52, 10 milliop more rutles worth of commoditieg
were sold ta the ropalation than in 1531,

The paper continued by stating that, at the some time, a number of cases
of violations of trade regulations hag occurred in Kafan, and the trade turn-
over plans were not fulfilleg. It described thege shortcomings as followss

Although the warchouses have a great quantity of manufactured goods and
Food products, the stores often are short of teakettles, coarse calico, thread,
cuff links, and canned fish. Some trade centers are very unsanitary because
many trade workers da not observe the ryles of sanitation in transferring com-~
modities. Store Ho 18 is located in cramped and demp premises where commodities
arc piled up in a disorderly fushion. Repairs of stores usually consist of
whitewashing on the eve of holidays. The show windows are not attractively
arranged and show no price Lags. Stores Mo 2, No 4, and No 6 are located on
the same street. Although store No L constantly exceeds the tpgde turnover
plan, the remaining stores systematically fail to meet the plan. Trade enter-
prises in Kafan, expecially the ORS of Construction and Tnstallation Adminis-
tration No 2. continue their short-measuring and short-weighting praetice, which
Tesult in a waste of state funds and increased debits. In Store No 8, debits ex-
ceeded 1,100,000 rubles, and ne auditing took place for 6 months. Price regu-
lations on commodities are also violated ip the stores of the Kafanskiy Rayon
Consumers Union. Pagr selection and distribution of personnel account for
the shortcomings in trade organizations . (38)

In another article, Xommupist pointed out sericus shortcomings 1o the trade
- network of Krasnosel 'skiy Rayon caused mainly by unsatisfactory selection and

tratning of trade workers. Its camplaint ran s follows:
Workers of consumer cooperatives of Krasnosel 'skiy Rayon are too slow in
reorganizing their work to improve service to the consumer. The Krasnosel'skiy

Rayon Union of Consumer Cooperatives continues to use obsolete methods of distri-
bution of goods tc the network witheut considering consumer demand . During the

-12 -

CONFIDENTTAL

i




. ,
'

M . !
)

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/

09/08 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000700160408-0

N 50X1-HUM

CONFIDENTIAL
S Al

last 7 years, ready-to-wear clothing and footweay of inferior quality and old
styles were Plled up for a 1ong time in the stores of the villages of Krasnoye,
Bashkeng, Chaykend, Shorzh, and others. The delivery of commodities to rural
stores is often delayed.

The sale of cultural goods 1p the rayon center and rural stores is very
limited as the rayen has no special cultural goods store. There is a larger
demand for 8ports goods, but they are not og sale, Radio receivers, phonogrgphs,
bicycles, skis. and cameras are not available far long periods at a time. The
Procurement office of the Krasnosel 'skiy Rayon Consumers ' Union is operating
especially poorly

The plan for procurement c¢f agricultural Products is not fulfilled at all.
For €xample, the procurement office by 1 November 1952 had fulfilled the 1952
plan for the procurement of meat 13 percent; for #ggs, kb5 percent; for oil, 10.5
percent; and of 11 types of fArrienlivral products, only 7 types.(39)

Kazakh SSR

According to Qotanskaia Prav, A Oof 21 Novenmber 1952, the retail trade
network and the network of specializeq stores of the republic are constantly
expanding. In 1952, 05 2cmparad Vith rrewne ¥ears, the mimber of textile stores
had tnereased fivefold  sjm SLOIPR L seventald; und gewn goods stores, fourfold. (ko)

Iz another Aarticle, Knzakhstan:hava Pravds stated that wore than 335 million
rubles' worth of commoditics were 5014 to the population during the first 11
months of 1952 than during the same period of 1951 1n L9 2, the trade
network increased by more thun 500 units Bowaver | the ”Glavtorg" (Main Tiaqe
Administration) of the republic failed to meet the ll-month 1952 plan for commod-
1ty turnover despite larye commodity stoeks piled up at warehouses. Large-scnle
organizations such as the Gurtyay, Semipnlntjnsk, and Kzyl -Orda ¢ity trading
organizntions‘lagged in their turnover plan fulfiliment. The stores of the
Vishnevskiy Rayon Consumers Union, Amolinskaya Oblast, had a shortage of salt,
household soap, kerosene, etc. The sales bases of "Glavshveysbyt" (Main Admin-
istration for the Sale of Sewn Products), "Glavobuv'sbyt" (Main Administration
for the Sale of Footwear), and "Clavtekstil'sbhyt" (Majn Administration for the
Sale of Textiles) faileq to move the necessary assortment of commoditieg quickly
erough from industry into the trade network, They also failed to deliver to
trade organizations tens of millions of rubles' worth of products, mainly the
winter assortment of commodities ,(41)

Another 3 v rticle of December 1952 described, as a
growing industrial city of the republic, but stated that its population is
deprived of even the most indispensable commodities. PFor example, it is diffi-
cult to buy a lamp, bed, or radio recelver Leninogorsk trage organizations
during the first 10 months of 1952 completed only 78 percent of the retail
commodity turnover plan. The city has no specialized stores of ready-to-wear
clothing, furniture, and cultural Zecds.  In 1952, the “Leninogorsksvinetsstroy“
(Leninogorsk Lead Construction) Trust was required to build in Leninogorsk o
department store, two manufactureg commodities stores, and specialized meat and
fish stores. However, thig rejuirverent had not been met at all as of the end of
1952, (ke)

In a thiré December 1952 articl t'Kazakhstanskaya Pravda reported on the
difficulty of burchasing vegetableg ZE& potatoes in the Alma-Ata trade network,
as follows: Of the 23 stores that supply vegetables to the city, only seven are
in operation, and then only sporadically and with a very limited selection. The
source of the difficulty 1s the lack of storage facilities, Vegetables, instead
of being stored in the proper bins, are simply dumped on the floor. In some
stores, the sales rersonnel even lack such necessary equipment as ladles for
dishing out pickles and sauerkraut. In some instances, they were observed using
thelr bare hands. There 1s nleo a shortaze of adequate warshouse facilities. (43)
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Kirgiz SSR

According to Sovetskaya Kirgiziya of 20 November 1952, in the past 4 Years
964 stores and shops ang 282 dining Tooms, restaurants, tearooms, and lunchrooms
were put into operation in the Kirgiz SSR. In the middle of 1952, the Kirgiz
SSR retaj) trade network had 1ncreased, in comparison with 1949, by 13 Percent,

including 23 percent in consumer cooperatives angd 67.3 bercent in rural commy-
nities,

However, the paper then pointed to the following shortcomings in the trade
networks: Many trade organizations of the republic are not coping with their Pprob-
lems adequately. The retail trade turnover Plan for the fipgt 9 months of 1952
vas fulfilled only 93.7 percent. Sope rayon consumers uniong were supplied with
100,000 rubleg® worth of silk textiles, while other were not supplied at al],

Trade enterprises often fail to carry a minimum variety of goods. Io nany
stores ang shops of the consumer cooperatives of Frunzenakaya, Issyk—Kul'skaya,
and Talasskaya oblasts no inventories ang soles records ape kept. The appearance
of many trade enterprises is neglected. The managers of stores are careless
about the upkeep of storeg, No effort is made to advertise the goods, and the
selection, of tragde rersonnel is very poor, (L4

According to another November 1952 article in 3 Slredzive, indus-
trial enterprises are required to produce articles of high quality and wide
. assortment and to sell their goods at the established prices. Thege require-
ments are not alwvays met, rarticularly by artels of the industrial ang invalids
cooperatives, some artels persist in turning out boor quality goods and in over-
charging. (45)

In a 12 December 1952 article, Sovetskn 8 Kirgiziya praised trade workers
of the Issyk-Kul® Steamship Line, whg since the beginning of 1952 had solg
more than 7 million rubles worth of various manufactured ang food carmodities,
thereby exceeding the 1952 retafl comodity turnover blan. To improve service
to water transport vorkers, the number of trade centers wug increased ana special
stores for ships' crews were organized.(L6)

. Tadzhik SSR
——=_=X ook

According to Moskovski Komsomolet kolkhoz workers of the Tadzhik SSR
acquired about 16,000 bleyeles, 30,000 radio receivers and loud-speakers, and
5,000 sewing machines during 1952, (1)

A December 1952 article in Kommunist T » declared that the
Ministry of Trade Tadzhik SSR and the Tadzhik Union of Consumer Cooperatives
nust improve the management of their local organs, eliminate shortcomings, and
improve trade services

It discugseq the situation as follows: The "Pishchetorg" Organization of
Stalinabad City does not take care of the equipment ang repairs of food stores.
Many of its stores arc pot equipped to operate under winter conditions. Rural
stores are algo unsatisfactory. Stores of the Kolkhoz imeni Kirov, Kolkhoz imeni
Zhadanov, ang others are short of essential commodities, although thesé can be
found at the bases, The above-mentioneqd stores not only violata Soviet trade
regulatiouns, but also fail to maintain the required business hours. Managers of
the rayon unions of cousumer cooperativeg neglect the sale of consumer goods in
kolkhoz stores and do not supervise overations of public eating enterprises. The
public dining room ot the Mikoyanabadskiy Rayon Union of Consumer Cooperatives,
for example, is short of utensils and furniture. Trage organizations ang public
eating enterprises also lack qualified personnel, (47)
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In another December 1952 article, Kommunist Tadzhikistana complained of
careless planmning or retail commodity turnover by many Stalinabad trade organ-
izations, resulting in systematic failure to eet turnover plans. It stated
that trade organizations were carrying 40 nillion rubles' worth of above-norm
commodities, and the Main Administration of Department Storeg 15 million rubleg’
worth. The above norm commodity stocks had been accumulated from rejected goods
at warehouses and saleg organizations,

The paper stated that the trade organizations were reprimanded by the gov-
erament for permitting poor-quality goods inp the trade network. The operations
of the sales baseg alsc had many shortcomings. "Glavshveysbyt" (Main Adminis-
tration for the Sale of Sewn Articles) and "Glavobuv’sbyt" (Main Administration
for the Sale of Footwear) bages had a great accumulation of commodities not in
demard at their warehouses, The management of "Glavshveysbyt" falled to consider
the interests of industrial ang trade organizations ang ueeds of the population.
During the first nine months of 1952, “Glavshveysbyt" falled to deliver to trade
organizations of the republic more thay 15 million rubles’ worth of sewn and
knitted goods. 1In 1952, embezzlements in the city trade organizations amounted
to large sumg of money. In 1952, as a result of unsatisfactory performance by
workers, L0 trade enterprises ang organizations were reported for violations
of Soviet trade rules, 79 pereent of the violetions the defrauding of customers. (48)

Turkmen SSR

On 16 December 1660 JTurbpenskaya Tobkra reported that new speclalized stowag
vith a wide seleection of sewn products, Turniture, andg household articles ha, been
opened in Tedzhen and Tolotan'.

The paper then described the expanding rural trade network as follows:
There are nmw more than 1,200 stores 1n rurel areas of the republic. The ma-
Jority of them ware put into operation in the last few years. Now, every Turk-
menian kolkhoz has g store. Turkmenbirlishik (Tuikmen Consumer Union) stores
sold over 15 million rubles! vorth of commodities more in 1952 than during the
corresponding period in 1951. Cotton grovers, cattle breeders, silkvorm breeders,
and the village intelligentsia demand large quantities of furniture, silk products,
motorcycles, bicycles, ang other consumer goods. (b9)

In a November 1952 article Ty ] called on the bread buking
lodustry to regulate ang improve its trade ic bread ang rolils. The paper reported
that there was a rartisl stoppage of trade in brend ang rolls in Ashkhabad, that
delivery of bread to the trade network ¥85 poorly organized and thaot bread for
shops and stores vas delivered in dirty trucks.

It stated that the system of specialized bread stores in Ashkhabad were
failing to maintain a Linimum assortment' of bread #oods. The storeg were
carrylng on trade only in products delivered to them fram the bread factories,
and the latter, as a rule, were not taking intoconsideration the consumer demand. (50)

Uz2bek SSR '
A Janvary 1953 Pravda Vo article stated that there are more than 1,200
stores in kolkhozes of the Uzbek SSR. 1In 1952, these stores sold 15 million

rubles' worth of commodities more than in 1951. Kolkhoz workers buy such itemg
as carpets, silk commodities, automobiles, motorcycles, and Jewelry.(Sl)
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